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Save the Tax Break
Saving 26% on inputting a clean form of energy sounds pretty good to me. According to the U.S.
Department of Energy by inputting a solar panel into your house, property, or shop you could have 30%
of the cost to install a solar panel system deducted from your federal income taxes, that was in 2019.
Come 2020 it decreased to 26% and 22% in 2021 then completely gone in 2022. Unless something is
done to save the tax credit this form of renewable energy may be completely forgotten about or put to the
side in Nebraska while other forms will come to the surface.
In Nebraska alone there are 61.93 MW of solar energy installed which powers 7,892 homes.
Think of all the communities and people that could benefit from solar panels being installed.
A big problem that will arise if the tax cut is not renewed will be that no one will want to put up
solar panels and no one will be there to install them because it is no longer cost effective for companies to
provide that service. People will switch the other cheaper energies such as coal and gas even though it is
more costly in the end and harms the environment.
Lincoln has already begun to adapt this new energy source with the largest solar installation, by
five times, right here in our capital city According Matt Olberding of the Lincoln Journal Star. It is not
only the largest in Nebraska but also the region. It has created jobs and will also help generate power for
Lincoln as a clean new way.

An argument that some people may make for not switching to solar power is that it is too
expensive to install, while initially Solar Panels is expense, within 5 – 7 years it will be more cost
effective than typical electricity that we use now according to UMA Solar.
Along with them becoming more cost effective in the long run, the price of solar panels has gone
down 38% over the past 5 years according to SEIA (Solar Energy Industries Association.)
Prices have fallen over the years, but there is still a lot of work that remains before it becomes
affordable for the average American according to energy.gov. A clear way to make them more affordable
is the tax break that will be over by 2022 unless something is done.
In order to power an entire house you would need 28 – 34 solar panels. Solar panels are not the
answer to fossil fuels, but they could be the answer to mitigating the harm that fossil fuels have on our
environment.
If every house in Lincoln had a single solar panel that would be 56.062 MW that would be taken
away from other forms of energy that could harm our environment. Taking away the tax break people
would not have an incentive to installing these solar panels.
According to energy.gov in the United States alone, solar panel installations have grown 35-fold.
With the tax break in existence still that number could continue to grow. Not only has it helped with the
energy supply it also has created jobs for Americans as well. There are almost a quarter of a million jobs
in the United States as a result of solar panels.
Even if the tax cut does not get renewed there will still have to be jobs in the industry, the
numbers may decline though if people stop installing because there will be no need for that service.
An increase of 160% in jobs for the solar panel industry since 2010 speaks volume alone and has
benefited the economy in some way, shape or form, think of what more incentives and more installations
could do for the economy in your state and your country.

Looking at the impact that solar panels can have on jobs and our energy supply cutting the tax
break is clearly not the option. The solar panel industry is growing as we know it and will continue to
grow if people have an incentive to install them. The amount of growth the industry has already had over
the past 10 years speaks volumes to what it can do in the next 50 years and how it can benefit not only our
environment but also the economy by creating jobs, revenue, and energy.
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